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‘McFarland, USA’ Cross-Country Champion Inspires PSD Employees 
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“It’s all in the attitude.” That’s the motto that drove 

the McFarland High School cross-country team to the 

first-ever state championship in California history. 

That team’s story is the basis of the popular Disney 

movie, McFarland, USA, and Danny Diaz was one of 

the key characters in that movie. Diaz spoke to a 

crowd of more than 100 Pasco School District em-

ployees on July 31 at the Pasco Red Lion, as district 

administrators kicked off their annual Leadership 

Academy. 

During his presentation, Diaz shared many stories 

about his family, his teammates, and what life was 

like growing up in McFarland, a small farming com-

munity in central California. He also talked about the 

school’s legendary cross-country coach, Jim White, 

who led McFarland to nine state championships dur-

ing his 23 years as coach. 

After graduating from college, Diaz returned to 

McFarland to serve as a high school teacher. He’s 

now a counselor at his alma mater and is celebrating 

his 22nd year with the school. “Coach White was al-

ways talking to us about attitude,” Diaz shared. “He 

would tell us that you can’t control everything that 

happens in your life. But you can always control your 

attitude.” 

“Hard work, attitude and dedication are important,” 

Diaz added. “If you have those things in your holster, 

you have all you need to succeed.” 

Diaz also shared some funny stories about how 

McFarland has become a tourist destination since the 

movie debuted. “We had one family from Argentina 

who came to visit,” Diaz said. “They had three places 

they wanted to go: San Francisco, McFarland and 

New York City. I said to them ‘McFarland is in your 

top three? We can see this whole place in five 

minutes!’” 

Diaz closed his presentation with some words of in-

spiration for the district’s administrators and employ-

ees. “Whatever role you play in this district, know 

that you play an important role in the lives of your 

students,” Diaz shared. “Mr. White was more than 

just our coach and our mentor, he was like a second 

father to us. Kids need to know that they have some-

one in their life who cares about them and wants them 

to succeed. I encourage you to be a light and shine 

bright. Let the kids know that they matter.” 
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McFarland High School counselor Danny Diaz (left)

poses for a photo with Emerson Elementary Assistant 

Principal Alejandro Ortiz (right). 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

READY! for Kindergarten Workshop Instructors Needed 

Are you passionate about early childhood education? Do you enjoy shar-

ing your expertise with large groups of people? The Children’s Reading 

Foundation of the Mid-Columbia is looking for professionals to serve as 

workshop instructors for their READY! For Kindergarten early learning 

program in Pasco. Instructors will facilitate a 90-minute READY! Cur-

riculum for parents of children ages birth to five. 

Skills needed include the ability to lead and facilitate a group of adult 

learners, the ability to foster a welcoming and nurturing environment, the 

ability to independently study and prepare, as well as excellent oral and written communication skills. Facilita-

tors must be prompt, respectful of all families, and invested in parents as a child’s first and most influential 

teacher. 

Instructors will teach 1-5 workshops three times a year in the evenings. Instructors are independent contractors 

and are paid a stipend for each workshop taught. If you’re interested, please email a resume and cover letter to 

Sara Schwan at sara@read20minutes.com. Applications will be accepted through Sept. 25. 

Save the Date! 2017-18 School Year is Starting Soon! 

If you have any Back to School 
questions, you'll find lots of great 
information on the "Back to 
School" page on our website. 

There are details about registra-
tion, schedule pick-up times, bus 
routes, suggested supply lists, 
meal prices and Open House dates. 

Check it out HERE: 

www.psd1.org/BackToSchool 

PHS Dance Team Impresses at Hip Hop Dance Championships 

Congratulations to the members of the Pasco High School dance 

team who recently competed at the 2017 World Hip Hop Dance 

Championships in Phoenix, AZ. The Bulldogs finished 11th in the 

USA Varsity division finals and came home with memories that 

will last a lifetime. 

Great job Bulldogs!    #PROUDofPASCO 

https://www.psd1.org/BackToSchool
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

District Welcomes New and Returning PEAK! Partners 
The Pasco School District is proud to welcome local busi-

nesses and organizations to the PEAK!, or Partners in Edu-

cating All Kids, program. Some partners are new, while oth-

ers are returning for 

the ninth year of the 

program. 

Principals gathered to 

meet with their part-

ner businesses and 

organizations for the 

PEAK! leadership 

workshop and lunch-

eon held in the hospi-

tality room at Edgar 

Brown Stadium on 

August 14.  

Elementary schools 

have two partners 

each, while 

McLoughlin, Ochoa  and Stevens middle schools have 

three partners each. Chiawana High School and Pasco High 

School have four partners and New Horizons High School 

has two partners. Several organizations have again part-

nered with more than one school.  

PEAK! Partners enter into a contract with the District for 

the school year. They pay $500, which goes directly to 

their partner school(s). This money can be used for awards, 

parties, prizes for math and 

science nights, and other 

activities that support the 

school’s improvement plan.  

More importantly, the busi-

ness or organization agrees 

to participate in three activi-

ties with their partner school 

during the school year. 

These activities range from 

reading with students to 

large scale organized events 

including contests, themed 

math and science nights, and 

even field trips to local busi-

nesses.  

Please help us welcome and support our new and returning 

PEAK! Partners. If you know of a business or organization 

that may be interested in this innovative program, contact 

Community Connections Manager Ana Munguia at 543-

6743.  

PEAK! Partner Joanna Harrington (right) with Kiwanis of Horse 

Heaven Hills chats with Robinson Elementary Assistant Principal 

Waylon Duncan (center) and School Board Vice President Amy  

Phillips (left) during the PEAK! Partner luncheon on Aug. 14. 

Bus Drivers Needed! 

The Pasco School District is hiring bus drivers to work 20-35 hours per week. The District will train qualified 

candidates. Requirements include: 

• High school diploma or GED 

• Valid WA driver’s license and five 

years driving experience 

• Clean driving record 

• Able to pass exhaustive back-

ground check 

• Must be able to work flexible hours  

• Must enjoy working with students 

of all ages 

• Physically and mentally able to 

perform daily routines and inspections 

Our students need a ride to school, so if you know someone who might be interested please share this infor-

mation with them! 



4 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

Have you Downloaded the PSD App Yet? 

What Are You Waiting For? 

The latest news and information about Pasco schools is 

available on smartphones and mobile devices through the 

district's mobile app. Pasco School District has partnered 

with Blackboard to expand its communications outreach 

with a mobile app that is available now in the online 

iTunes® and Google Play® app stores for free. 

The mobile app offers a constantly updated feed of district 

news and events with photos and links to the district’s 

website. The app can also be customized by the user by 

selecting the schools they are most interested in for news 

and updates. Users can also choose to receive push notifi-

cations to get breaking news and updates about school clo-

sures, calendar changes, or even sports updates. 

Parents are also able to track information on their students 

including grades and attendance, school lunch balances 

and menus, and bus information. 

You can download the new app in three easy steps: 

• On your smartphone, go to the iTunes App Store® or 

Google Play® 

• Search Pasco School District 

• Then select our Pasco School District app for free 

download 

“We are very excited about our mobile app. It's a great 

way to communicate with our community,” says Superin-

tendent Michelle Whitney. “By using the PSD app, par-

ents and community members can stay connected with our 

schools and with the activities our students are engaged in 

every day.” 
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Board Notes 8-8-17 
 

Study Session 
• Howard Roberts provided the board an overview of the 2017-2018 operating budget for the school district.  
 

Reports/Discussions 

• Erich Bolz provided the board with information regarding the district’s continuum of instructional services. This 
report focused on the continuum of highly capable services for PSD students in grades 2-12. 

• Michelle Whitney updated the board on what has been done recently to prioritize community connections as an en-
hancement of our patrons’ experience. 

 
Action Items 
• The board approved appointing Marcia Stillwell, Meredith Taylor and Courtney Stenson to the committee advocat-

ing approval, and Roger Lenk, Pamela Follansbee and Maria Smith to the committee advocating rejection of the 
District’s November 7, 2017 bond ballot measure, for the purpose of writing statements for Franklin County’s 
online voters’ guide.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Sale of Surplus Property Franklin County Tax Property Parcel No. 116-170-
032; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Pasco High School Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Under-
graduate Programs (GEAR UP) to the 2017 Student Ambassador Summer Retreat in Pullman, WA.  
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco 
Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: 
Aug. 22: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 29: First Day of School 

Sept. 4: Labor Day (No School) 

Sept. 10-15: National Arts in Education Week 

Sept. 12: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 15-Oct. 15: Hispanic Heritage Month 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, reli-

gion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the 

presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and pro-

vides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may 

be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-

543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail-

able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.  

http://www.psd1.org

